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Advances in Science, Technology & Innovation (ASTI) is a series of peer-reviewed books 
based on important emerging research that redefines the current disciplinary boundaries in  
science, technology and innovation (STI) in order to develop integrated concepts for  
sustainable development. It not only discusses the progress made towards securing more 
resources, allocating smarter solutions, and rebalancing the relationship between nature and 
people, but also provides in-depth insights from comprehensive research that addresses the  
17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) as set out by the UN for 2030.

The series draws on the best research papers from various IEREK and other international 
conferences to promote the creation and development of viable solutions for a sustainable  
future and a positive societal transformation with the help of integrated and innovative 
science-based approaches. Including interdisciplinary contributions, it presents  innovative 
approaches and highlights how they can best support both economic and sustainable  
development, through better use of data, more effective institutions, and global, local and  
individual action, for the welfare of all societies.

The series particularly features conceptual and empirical contributions from various  
interrelated fields of science, technology and innovation, with an emphasis on digital  
transformation, that focus on providing practical solutions to ensure food, water and energy 
security to achieve the SDGs. It also presents new case studies offering concrete examples 
of how to resolve sustainable urbanization and environmental issues in different regions of the 
world.

The series is intended for professionals in research and teaching, consultancies and industry, 
and government and international organizations. Published in collaboration with IEREK, the 
Springer ASTI series will acquaint readers with essential new studies in STI for sustainable 
development.

ASTI series has now been accepted for Scopus (September 2020). All content published 
in this series will start appearing on the Scopus site in early 2021.
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About MedGU

Steps toward the creation of a Mediterranean Geosciences Union (MedGU)
Mediterranean Geosciences Union (MedGU) aims to create a unique federation that 

brings together and represents the Mediterranean geoscience community specializing in the 
areas of Earth, planetary, and space sciences.

MedGU will be structured along the lines of American Geophysical Union (AGU) and 
European Geosciences Union (EGU).

The plan is to establish a large organization for the Mediterranean region that is more 
influential than any one local geoscience society with the objective of fostering fundamental 
geoscience research, as well as applied research that addresses key societal and environmen-
tal challenges.

MedGU’s overarching vision is to contribute to the realization of a sustainable future for 
humanity and for the planet.

The creation of this union will give the Earth sciences more influence in policy-making 
and in the implementation of solutions to preserve the natural environment and to create 
more sustainable societies for the people living in the Mediterranean region. It is hoped that 
the union will also provide opportunities to Mediterranean geoscientists to undertake inter-
disciplinary collaborative research. MedGU plans to recognize the work of the most active 
geoscientists with a number of awards and medals.

Although MedGU has not yet been officially inaugurated, its first annual meeting is 
planned for November 2021 in Istanbul. This will provide a forum to achieve a consensus 
for the formation of this non-profit international union of geoscientists. Membership will be 
open to individuals who have a professional engagement with the Earth, planetary, and space 
sciences, and related studies, including students and retired seniors.

Nabil Khélifi and Attila Çiner have taken an ambitious approach to the launch of the first 
MedGU Annual Meeting 2021 and hope to develop it in the near future into the largest inter-
national geoscience event in the Mediterranean and the broader MENA region. Its mission is 
to support geoscientists based in this region by establishing a Global Geoscience Congress.

It is expected that hundreds of participants from all over the world will attend this first 
MedGU Annual Meeting 2021, making it one of the largest and most prominent geosciences 
events in the region. So far, over 1300 abstracts have been submitted from 95 countries. 
The meeting’s sessions will cover a wide range of topics with more details available on the 
Conference Tracks.

This first 2021 Annual Meeting will have a “hybrid” format, with both in-person and vir-
tual participation. Springer, its official partner, will publish the proceedings in a book series 
(indexed in Scopus) as well as a number of special issues in diverse scientific journals (for 
more details, see Publications). The official journal of MedGU is Mediterranean Geoscience 
Reviews (Springer).
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Conference Tracks

The scientific committee of the MedGU invites research papers on all cross-cutting themes of 
Earth sciences, with the main focus on the following 16 conference tracks:

• Track 1. Atmospheric Sciences, Meteorology, Climatology, Oceanography
• Track 2. Biogeochemistry, Geobiology, Geoecology, Geoagronomy
• Track 3. Earthquake Seismology and Geodesy
• Track 4. Environmental Earth Sciences
• Track 5. Applied and Theoretical Geophysics
• Track 6. Geo-Informatics and Remote Sensing
• Track 7. Geochemistry, Mineralogy, Petrology, Volcanology
• Track 8. Geological Engineering, Geotechnical Engineering
• Track 9. Geomorphology, Geography, Soil Science, Glaciology, Geoarcheology, Geoheritage
• Track 10. Hydrology, Hydrogeology, Hydrochemistry
• Track 11. Marine Geosciences, Historical Geology, Paleoceanography, Paleoclimatology
• Track 12. Numerical and Analytical Methods in Mining Sciences and Geomechanics
• Track 13. Petroleum and Energy Engineering, Petroleum Geochemistry
• Track 14. Sedimentology, Stratigraphy, Paleontology, Geochronology
• Track 15. Structural Geology, Tectonics and Geodynamics, Petroleum Geology
• Track 16. Caves and Karst, a special session on the occasion of International Year of Caves 

and Karst
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About the Conference Steering Committee

Executive Committee

Honorary Chair

A. M. Celâl Sengör

Associate Editor, Mediterranean Geosciences Reviews (Springer)
Eurasia Institute of Earth Sciences, Istanbul Technical University Istanbul, Turkey

Organizing Chair

Attila Çiner
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MedGU (Interim) President
Founding Editor-in-Chief, Mediterranean Geosciences Reviews (Springer)
Chief Editor—Tracks 11 and 14, Arabian Journal of Geosciences (Springer)
Eurasia Institute of Earth Sciences, Istanbul Technical University, Turkey

Conference Manager

Mohamed Sahbi Moalla
Performer—The Leading Conference Organizer, Tunisia
Journal Coordinator, Euro-Mediterranean Journal for Environmental Integration 
(Springer)
ISET, University of Sfax, Tunisia

Conference Support

Mourad Amer
Founder and CEO of IEREK
Editor of ASTI Series (Springer/IEREK)
IEREK, Alexandria, Egypt
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MedGU-21 Supervisor
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Preface

This proceedings volume is based on 57 papers accepted and presented during the 1st 
Mediterranean Geosciences Union (MedGU-21) Conference organized in Istanbul, Turkey, 
in 2021 under the auspices of Springer Nature. Although more than half of the contributions 
come from the Mediterranean region, many other countries around the globe also actively 
participated in developing this volume. In detail, almost half of this volume’s papers (29) are 
related to the Environmental Earth Sciences. In the second part, a total of 19 articles contain 
works from Geomorphology, Soil Science, Landslides, Paleoclimate, Geoarcheology, and 
Geoheritage.

Last but not the least, the third part includes nine papers dealing with karst research. 
These were submitted to the special session on the occasion of the International Year of 
Caves and Karst (IYCK), declared for 2021 by the International Union of Speleology (UIS) 
under the auspices of UNESCO. Following the main goals of IYCK, the focus was on all 
spheres related to the fragile karst environment, especially regarding important issues such as 
the protection of caves and their natural resources and sustainability.

The book is relevant to all researchers and students on the topics mentioned above, pre-
senting an updated view on field studies, laboratory analyses, and modeling in earth sciences.
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Lead Removal from Water 
Solutions Using Alginate-
Immobilized Peach Stone 
Particles

Zorica Lopičić, Jelena Milojković, Tatjana Šoštarić,  
Anja Antanasković, Marija Koprivica, Vladimir Adamović,  
and Linda Mitić

Abstract

Fruit processing industries generate millions of tons of 
organic waste annually, often improperly disposed of at 
open landfills. Based on the circular economy and waste 
management concepts, reusing these bio-waste materials 
is one of the future sustainable demands. Furthermore, 
recent investigations have shown that this material type 
can be reused as high-quality sorbents, with certain 
modifications that should be applied. Considering this, 
we have investigated the possible application of lig-
nocellulosic waste-peach stones (Prunus Persica L.), 
immobilized in sodium alginate, as heavy metals sorb-
ent. The immobilized particles (IPS) were utilized to 
remove metals from synthetic water solutions. Among 
all metals (Pb, Cu, Cd, and Zn), IPS has shown superior 
performance in Pb removal, governing further investiga-
tions. Dried IPS spheres were characterized by FTIR, 
SEM/EDX, and TG techniques. The batch reaction sys-
tem investigated the effects of the contact time, initial 
Pb concentration, and mass-to-volume ratio. Optimized 
operational parameters were used in kinetic and iso-
therm studies. Obtained data were modeled using a 
nonlinear form of pseudo-first, pseudo-second, Elovich, 
Freundlich, and Langmuir equations. The results showed 
pseudo-second-order kinetics with Freundlich isotherm 
fitting Pb removal, indicating a heterogeneous IPS sur-
face with the multilayer adsorption and adsorbed mol-
ecule interaction. As obtained from Langmuir isotherm, 
IPS particles have removed Pb by saturation capacity of 

80.40 mg Pb/g. These preliminary results indicate that 
IPS can be applied to purify waters contaminated with 
lead metal.

Keywords

Waste biomass · Immobilization · SEM/EDX · Lead 
removal

1  Introduction

The growth of industrial activity and uncontrolled or 
improper release of pollutants into the environment induced 
the need for new methods and materials that might be used 
to solve environmental pollution issues. Many techniques 
have been developed for different pollutant removal. Still, 
most of them are often ineffective, economically or tech-
nically demanded, especially if the pollutant concentra-
tion (e.g., metals) falls below 100 mg/L (Abdolali et al., 
2014). Sorption techniques using low-cost, abundant lig-
nocellulosic waste (LCW) material might be applied for 
that purpose. Although LCWs pose some disadvantages 
concerning their direct applications as purification agents 
(Abdi & Kazemi, 2015; Abdolali et al., 2014), their prop-
erties might be improved by different modifications and 
immobilization in various polymer matrices (Chatterjee & 
Schiewer, 2014).

This paper investigates the possibility of lead (Pb) 
removal by immobilized LCW peach stone particles. Lead 
was chosen as a high-toxicity heavy metal, resistant to 
chemical or biological degradation, presenting a hazard 
to living and non-living environments (Check & Marteel-
Parrish, 2013). On the other hand, recent investigations 
have shown that LCW generated by the fruit processing 
industry represents a stable matrix that might be efficiently 
used in wastewater purification (Lopičić et al., 2017). 
Therefore, to improve the sorption properties of the raw 
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composite sorbent poses high thermal stability than the algi-
nate itself. The final step of mass loss with a peak at 443 °C 
may be attributed to the carbonate formation, partial lignin, 
and cellulose degradation.

All bands’ characteristics for raw PS have been seen on 
the FTIR spectrum of IPS (not shown), but due to the pres-
ence of the alginate with reduced intensity. The identified 
chemically active IPS groups were characterized as poly-
saccharides, cellulose, hemicellulose, and lignin, all present 
in composite material.

3.2  Batch Sorption Results

The immobilized particles of Prunus Persica L. waste bio-
mass (IPS) were utilized to remove heavy metals from the 
synthetic water solutions. Among all metals (Pb, Cu, Cd, 
and Zn), IPS has shown superior performance in Pb(II) 
removal, so further sorption experiments were performed 
only with this pollutant. According to the literature review, 
the initial pH was set to 5.00 and was not adjusted during 
the sorption process. A significant decrease in pH (up to 
3.98) is observed by the end of the process, owing to the 
presence of carboxylic groups as the main cation exchang-
ers. The effect of the sorbent dose on the amount of Pb(II) 
sorbed by IPS and its corresponding removal percentage 
was investigated in the range 0.25–20 g/L. The results have 
shown an increase in percentage in Pb(II) removal (from 
27.4 up to 90.8%) with an increase in IPS dose from 0.25 
to 2.0 g/L. Further, an increase in sorbent dose increased 
R but significantly decreased Pb(II) sorbed. The influence 
of contact time revealed slow kinetics (equilibrium up to 
24 h), which was the best fit by the pseudo-second-order 
model (Fig. 2a). Isotherm data showed the best correlation 
with the Freundlich model (Fig. 2b), indicating a multilayer 
sorption mechanism onto complex IPS surfaces.

4  Discussion

IPS characterization revealed a spherical sorbent shape with 
a high surface area and plenty of functional groups suit-
able for lead removal. This sorbent type posed higher ther-
mal stability than the alginate itself and higher ash content 
than the raw PS, owing to crosslinked Ca in its matrix. Lead 
removal was superior to other sorbates investigated (thanks 
to ion exchange Ca–Pb). The typical overall adsorption 
efficiency (R(%)) was between 27% (for 0.25 mg/L of 1 M 
Pb solution) and 99% for the final value of 20 g of IPS/L. 
This removal efficiency did not appreciably increase with an 
increase in the mass-to-volume ratio higher than 2 g/L, and 
this operating parameter was selected for kinetic and iso-
thermal investigations. Investigating the influence of contact 

material as well as the overall separation process, we have 
immobilized mechanically treated peach stones (Prunus 
Persica L.) in the sodium alginate and applied it as an effi-
cient sorbent in lead removal.

2  Materials and Methods

All the chemicals used in this study were of high purity. 
Peach stones (PS) were obtained as waste from a local juice 
factory. After washing, grinding, and sieving (to a diam-
eter less than 0.1 mm), mechanically treated PS particles 
were immobilized in Na-alginate according to the method 
described by Yuan and Viraraghavan (2001). Formed algi-
nate beads (IPS) were further used for the characterization 
and sorption experiments.

Dried IPS spheres were characterized by FTIR (Thermo 
Fisher Scientific Nicolet IS-50 spectrophotometer, ATR 
mode), SEM/EDX (model JEOL JSM-6610LV), and TG 
(Netzsch STA 409 EP) technique.

Sorption experiments were done in triplicate in a batch 
reactor with mixing (200 rpm) at constant temperature (25 
°C) with optimization of operational parameters. Obtained 
values were further used in kinetic and isothermal studies. 
The analytical Pb(II) measurements were done using AAS 
(Perking Elmer AAS Analyst 300). The percent of Pb(II) 
removal, R (%), as well as the amount of Pb(II), sorbed per 
unit mass of IPS, q (mg/g), was calculated as described in 
Lopičić et al. (2017).

3  Results

3.1  IPS Sorbent Characterization

Figure 1a, b shows SEM images of the IPS sphere. IPS rep-
resents a regular sphere of 5 mm average diameter, with 
PS evenly entrapped within the matrix, regularly exposed 
to a highly developed surface. Opposite to native material 
(Lopičić et al., 2019), the presence of macro pores is not 
evident. EDX analyses showed typical LCW composition 
(Lopičić et al., 2019) with higher Ca picks than in native 
material, while after Pb(II) sorption, reduced peaks of Ca, 
as well as a new peak of Pb(II), are observed in the EDX 
spectrum (image not shown). Figure 1c presents a TG/DTA 
analysis of the IPS sample. The first negative peak at 86 °C 
on the DTA curve is assigned to the loss of free water and 
water linked through hydrogen bonds. The second mass loss 
corresponds to the thermal decomposition of IPS compos-
ite with the fracture of glycosidic bonds and release of H2O, 
with a degradation peak moved from lower (pure alginate) 
to a higher temperature (333 °C). This result suggests the 
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time showed slow kinetics best fitted by a pseudo-second-
order equation. The results of isotherm investigations have 
demonstrated that the Freundlich isotherm fits better with 
the removal of Pb, indicating a heterogeneous IPS surface 
with multilayer adsorption and interaction between adsorbed 
molecules. Calcium alginate-immobilized PS particles have 
removed Pb by a saturation capacity of 80.40 mg Pb/g, as 
obtained from Langmuir isotherm. This value is much higher 
than the one for raw PS, which was calculated as 28.64 mg 
Pb/g under the same operational conditions. During the sorp-
tion process, calcium, added as a crosslinking agent, was 
exchanged with lead due to the affinity of the weak acid cat-
ion exchanger, the carboxyl group, which has a higher selec-
tivity toward the lead.

5  Conclusions

Although LCW often has limited sorption capacity com-
pared to current commercial sorbents, a good sorbent selec-
tion with a proper modification can considerably improve 
its sorption properties. Furthermore, based on the circular 
economy and waste management concepts, the reuse of 
LCW materials is one of the future demands in achieving 
economic and environmental sustainability. Preliminary 
results presented in this paper indicate that IPS can be 
applied to purify waters contaminated with lead metal. 
Thus, further investigations into the IPS application should 
be conducted.

(a) (b)

(c)

Fig. 1  a and b SEM micrographs of IPS at different magnitudes and c TG/DTA analysis of IPS sample
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